In the Mechanism of Labour we have to consider the three factors of the Powers, the Passages, and the Passenger or foetal head.
Each of these has its own independent part to play; but the Passages and Passenger have, in addition, a mutual influence, modifying and being modified by one another. Thus the elastic lining of the pelvis is moulded over the bony pelvis by the advancing head; which, in its turn, is moulded or even distorted by the bony or elastic canals, so as to give an imperfect cast of the pelvic brim in some special cases, and a fair idea of much of the special mechanism it has gone through in most. The bearing of the shape of the head on the mechanism of labour has not as yet attracted the attention of systematic writers, although the observations of Sir James Simpson,' Lahs,2 and Dr A. R. Simpson, 3 have brought out some interesting facts in regard to this question.
In considering the whole question to-night, we purpose taking up?(1*) The consideration of the special shape of the head ; (2.) The mechanical value of the special shape; and, (3.) The bearings of this shape on the mechanism of labour.
The foetal head is a symmetrical wedge when viewed in vertical section, at right angles to its long axis the broad end of the wedge being above (Fig. 1) . It is also a wedge when viewed from the top, owing to its bitemporal being narrower than its biparietal diameter (Fig. 2) . These (Fig. 4) Accordingly, after a uterine pain has driven the head down on the pelvic floor, and driven the latter somewhat back on its sacral attachment as a centre, recoil forwards when the pain ceases, strongest, for reasons given above, on the occipital end of the head, will take place. The shape of the head will now come into play as follows:? Fig. 4 shows the head, non-rotated, looked at from above. The two lines e a, fb, represent the direction of the drivingforward force of the posterior elastic lining. With these, the tangents at the occipital end of the head, of which a d is one, drawn where the head is in contact with the pelvis, collectively make a smaller sum than that of the tangents, of which b c is one, similarly drawn at the side of the head.1 Thus, from the increased resistance behind, the decreased resistance in front, and the special shape of the head,2 rotation forwards of the occiput takes place.
All accoucheurs recognise the practical importance of the rotation of the chin to the front in face cases. A glance at Fig. 4 
